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blems of these States they will have to be ready for fighting in
courts and for similar steps, otherwise they will run the risk of
having the worst of both the worlds.
This certainly does not mean that a lawyer who has joined
non-co-operation may appear in cases in Agency courts or that
a non-co-operator may himself resort to legal proceedings in them,
nor docs it imply that he can engage a lawyer in any matter
arising out of his actions as a non-co-operator within the jurisdic-
tion of an Agency; but it docs mean that, if a non-co-operator
has money claims in an Indian State, he can take the matter to a
State court and engage a lawyer for the purpose. We are not offer-
ing non-co-operation against the Indian States or the law-courts
there; hence dealings with the latter need not be avoided al-
together.
But all such things are full of complications. Non-co-
operators, therefore, should take care not to place themselves
in such difficult situations. It is for this very reason that I have
often said earlier that, for the present, it is not desirable for
non-co-operators living in Indian States to get involved in local
problems, otherwise they will run the risk of getting completely
entangled in them. However, according to the present policy in
regard to non-co-operation, I think there can be no objection to
anyone who does not mind being so entangled or who in-
voluntarily gets involved in such a dispute, fighting out the matter
in a court of law.
The foregoing gentlemen have been arrested in connection
with matters relating to Indian States and the Agency officer has
attacked the rights of the subjects of Indian States. I see no objec-
tion to their taking legal steps in this matter. Though both of them
are non-co-operators in British India, they have been arrested in
Kathiawar and they can, therefore, get released on bail and defend
themselves,
It may be objected that an Agency, too, is part of the British
Empire. Someone may argue that what I have said seems reason-
able enough so far as courts in Indian States are concerned, but
that it is difficult to accept that position with regard to courts in
the Agencies, There are two aspects of this. Just as the Agency is
part of the British Empire, it is also part of the Indian States con-
cerned. Agencies exist because Indian States exist. Hence, it is
s permissible for one to go to Agency courts in matters relating
to Indian States, but a person cannot defend himself, or get him-
self released on bail, if he had gone to the Agency to preach non-
co-operation aud was arrested for that reason. This is why I have